
Your Practical Guide to Natural Handmade
Soap Using Essential Oils, Herbs, and
Nature's Bounty
In a world where synthetic ingredients and harsh chemicals seem to
dominate the skincare landscape, it's refreshing to rediscover the power of
nature's bounty. Crafting your own natural handmade soap using essential
oils, herbs, and other nature-derived ingredients is an empowering and
rewarding experience. Not only will you gain control over the ingredients
that touch your skin, but you'll also indulge in the therapeutic and aromatic
benefits that these natural elements offer.
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The Benefits of Natural Handmade Soap

Gentler on your skin: Natural handmade soaps are free from harsh
chemicals, detergents, and synthetic fragrances that can irritate
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sensitive skin. They cleanse effectively without stripping your skin of its
natural oils, leaving it feeling soft, supple, and healthy.

More moisturizing: Natural oils and butters, such as olive oil, coconut
oil, and shea butter, are commonly used in handmade soaps. These
ingredients provide deep nourishment and hydration, leaving your skin
feeling silky smooth.

Therapeutic properties: Essential oils and herbs possess a wide
range of therapeutic properties. For example, lavender oil is known for
its calming and relaxing effects, while rosemary oil is invigorating and
stimulating.

Eco-friendly: Natural handmade soaps are biodegradable and eco-
friendly. They don't contain harmful chemicals that can pollute the
environment.

Essential Oils for Soap Making

Essential oils are highly concentrated plant extracts that carry the
therapeutic and aromatic properties of the plant from which they are
derived. When used in soap making, essential oils not only add a delightful
scent but also provide various benefits for your skin and overall well-being.

Here are some essential oils commonly used in soap making:

Lavender oil: Calming, relaxing, and promotes sleep

Peppermint oil: Refreshing, invigorating, and helps improve focus

Rosemary oil: Stimulating, clarifying, and helps promote hair growth

Tea tree oil: Antibacterial, antifungal, and helps treat skin infections



Eucalyptus oil: Decongestant, expectorant, and helps relieve
respiratory problems

Herbs for Soap Making

In addition to essential oils, herbs can also be incorporated into handmade
soap to enhance its properties and add a touch of nature's beauty. Herbs
offer a wide range of benefits, from soothing and purifying to exfoliating and
antioxidant.

Here are some commonly used herbs in soap making:

Chamomile: Soothing, calming, and helps reduce inflammation

Calendula: Antibacterial, antifungal, and helps heal wounds

Lavender: Calming, relaxing, and promotes sleep

Rosemary: Stimulating, clarifying, and helps promote hair growth

Oatmeal: Exfoliating, soothing, and helps relieve dry, itchy skin

Other Natural Ingredients for Soap Making

Besides essential oils and herbs, there are various other natural ingredients
that can be added to your handmade soap recipes to enhance their
properties and create unique and exciting designs.

Honey: Moisturizing, antibacterial, and helps improve skin elasticity

Goat's milk: Nourishing, moisturizing, and helps reduce skin irritation

Clays: Detoxifying, purifying, and help absorb excess oil



Natural colorants: Such as turmeric, paprika, and activated charcoal,
can be used to create beautiful and vibrant soaps

Step-by-Step Guide to Making Natural Handmade Soap

Now that you know the benefits and ingredients involved, let's delve into
the step-by-step process of creating your own natural handmade soap:

Materials you'll need:

Olive oil (or other carrier oil)

Coconut oil

Sodium hydroxide (lye)

Water

Essential oils (optional)

Herbs (optional)

Other natural ingredients (optional)

Soap mold

Safety gear (gloves, goggles, apron)

Instructions:

1. Prepare your workspace: Wear appropriate safety gear and ensure
your workspace is well-ventilated. Cover your work surface with a
protective covering.

2. Calculate lye and water amounts: Use a lye calculator to determine
the exact amounts of lye and water needed based on the amount of oils



you are using. Safety first! Always add lye to water, never vice versa.

3. Create the lye solution: Slowly add the calculated amount of lye to the
water while stirring constantly. The mixture will heat up and release fumes,
so do this in a well-ventilated area.

4. Heat the oils: In a separate container, gently heat the carrier oils (e.g.,
olive oil, coconut oil) until they are liquid but not boiling.

5. Combine the lye solution and oils: Once both the lye solution and oils
are ready, carefully pour the lye solution into the oils. Use an immersion
blender to blend the mixture until it reaches "trace." This means that the
mixture has thickened enough to leave a trail on the surface.

6. Add essential oils, herbs, and other ingredients: Once the mixture
has reached trace, you can add your desired essential oils, herbs, or other
natural ingredients. Blend briefly to incorporate.

7. Pour into the mold: Pour the soap mixture into the prepared soap mold.
Tap the mold gently to remove any air bubbles.

8. Insulate and cure: Cover the soap mold with a blanket or insulating
material. This will help the soap cure slowly and evenly. The curing process
typically takes 4-6 weeks.

9. Unmold and cut: Once the soap has cured, unmold it and cut it into
bars. Let the bars air dry for a few more days before using them.

Crafting your own natural handmade soap using essential oils, herbs, and
other nature's gifts is a rewarding endeavor that allows you to take control



of your skincare routine and enjoy the therapeutic benefits of nature.
Whether you're a seasoned soap maker or a curious beginner, I hope this
guide has provided you with the knowledge and inspiration to embark on
your own natural soap-making journey. Embrace the power of nature and
let your creativity flow as you create beautiful, fragrant, and skin-loving
soaps that will nourish your body and soul.
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