
Very Short Introductions: An In-Depth
Exploration of a Groundbreaking Publishing
Series

In the realm of academic publishing, Very Short s (VSIs) stand out as a
unique and groundbreaking series that has revolutionized the way
knowledge is disseminated to the public. Published by Oxford University
Press, VSIs offer concise and accessible s to a vast array of academic
subjects, from history and philosophy to science and the arts. This article
explores the history, format, and impact of VSIs, examining their distinctive
approach to knowledge dissemination and their role in shaping public
discourse.
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The Genesis of Very Short s

The inception of VSIs can be traced back to the early 1990s, when Oxford
University Press (OUP) sought to create a new publishing format that
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would bridge the gap between academic scholarship and the general
public. The goal was to produce books that were both authoritative and
engaging, providing readers with a comprehensive overview of a particular
subject without overwhelming them with jargon or technical details.

Under the leadership of then-OUP Director of Scholarly Publishing, Nigel
Portwood, a team of editors and authors was assembled to develop the VSI
concept. The team recognized the need for books that were short enough
to be read in a single sitting, yet comprehensive enough to provide a solid
foundation in a particular field of study. They also emphasized the
importance of clear and engaging writing, aiming to make VSIs accessible
to readers of all backgrounds.

The VSI Format

VSIs are characterized by their compact format, typically ranging between
100 and 150 pages in length. This brevity allows authors to focus on the
essential elements of a subject, providing a concise and structured that can
be easily digested by readers.

The VSI format also emphasizes clarity and accessibility. Authors are
encouraged to write in a conversational style, avoiding jargon and technical
language as much as possible. They are also required to provide clear and
concise explanations of complex concepts, making their books suitable for
both students and general readers alike.

In addition to their concise format and accessible writing style, VSIs are
also known for their distinctive visual appeal. Each book features a colorful
cover image that is designed to capture the essence of the subject matter.



The covers also include a brief synopsis of the book, providing readers with
a quick overview of its contents.

The Impact of Very Short s

Since their launch in 1995, VSIs have become a global publishing
phenomenon. The series has sold over 10 million copies worldwide and
has been translated into more than 50 languages. VSIs have been praised
by critics for their ability to make complex academic subjects accessible to
a wide audience. They have also been credited with helping to spark
interest in new fields of study and with fostering a greater understanding of
the world around us.

One of the key factors that has contributed to the success of VSIs is their
ability to adapt to changing reading habits. In an era where attention spans
are shrinking and time is at a premium, the concise format of VSIs offers a
convenient and accessible way to gain knowledge on a variety of subjects.

VSIs have also played a significant role in shaping public discourse. By
providing accessible s to complex issues, VSIs have helped to inform
public opinion and foster a more informed citizenry. They have also been
used as teaching tools in universities and colleges, helping students to gain
a better understanding of the subjects they are studying.

The Future of Very Short s

As the world continues to evolve, it is likely that the VSI format will continue
to adapt to meet the needs of readers. With the rise of digital publishing,
VSIs are now available in a variety of formats, including e-books,
audiobooks, and online courses. This increased accessibility is making
VSIs even more accessible to a wider audience.



It is also likely that the range of subjects covered by VSIs will continue to
expand. As new fields of study emerge and new challenges arise, VSIs will
be there to provide accessible and insightful s to these topics.

Very Short s are a unique and groundbreaking publishing series that has
revolutionized the way knowledge is disseminated to the public. Their
concise format, accessible writing style, and distinctive visual appeal have
made them a popular choice for readers of all backgrounds. VSIs have
played a significant role in shaping public discourse and fostering a greater
understanding of the world around us. As the world continues to evolve, it is
likely that VSIs will continue to adapt and meet the needs of readers for
many years to come.
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