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The story of the 1980 gold medal winning Olympic hockey team is one of
the most improbable and inspiring sports stories of all time. The team,
composed of college players and amateurs, defeated the heavily favored
Soviet Union team in the gold medal game, a victory that is considered one
of the greatest upsets in sports history. The captain of that team was Mike
Eruzione, a young man from Winthrop, Massachusetts, who was not even
supposed to be on the team.

Eruzione was a late addition to the team, after several other players had
declined invitations to play. He was not a star player, but he was a hard
worker and a natural leader. He quickly became a respected member of the
team, and his leadership was instrumental in the team's success.
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In the gold medal game, Eruzione scored the game-winning goal, a shot
that sent the United States to victory and stunned the world. He was named
the tournament's most valuable player, and he became a national hero.

The story of Mike Eruzione is one of perseverance, leadership, and
triumph. He is a role model for young people everywhere, and his story is
one that will continue to inspire for generations to come.

Early Life and Career

Michael Anthony Eruzione was born on October 25, 1956, in Winthrop,
Massachusetts. He began playing hockey at a young age, and he quickly
developed into a talented player. He played for his high school team, and
he was later recruited to play for Boston University.

Eruzione was a star player at Boston University, and he helped lead the
team to two national championships. He was also a member of the United
States national team, and he played in the 1976 Olympics.

After graduating from Boston University, Eruzione played professional
hockey for several years. He played for the Cleveland Barons of the World
Hockey Association, and he later played for the Philadelphia Flyers of the
National Hockey League.

The 1980 Olympics

In 1980, Eruzione was selected to be the captain of the United States
Olympic hockey team. The team was composed of college players and
amateurs, and they were not expected to win a medal. However, the team
surprised everyone by winning the gold medal, defeating the heavily
favored Soviet Union team in the gold medal game.



Eruzione was a key member of the team's success. He was a hard worker
and a natural leader, and he helped to motivate the team to victory. He also
scored the game-winning goal in the gold medal game, a shot that sent the
United States to victory and stunned the world.

Eruzione was named the tournament's most valuable player, and he
became a national hero. He was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, and he was inducted into the United States Hockey Hall of Fame.

Later Career

After the Olympics, Eruzione continued his professional hockey career. He
played for the Minnesota North Stars of the NHL, and he later played for
the Tulsa Oilers of the Central Hockey League.

In 1987, Eruzione retired from professional hockey. He then worked as a
television commentator and a motivational speaker. He also founded the
Mike Eruzione Foundation, a non-profit organization that helps to promote
youth hockey.

Eruzione is considered one of the greatest hockey players of all time. He is
a role model for young people everywhere, and his story is one that will
continue to inspire for generations to come.

Legacy

Mike Eruzione is a true American hero. He is a role model for young people
everywhere, and his story is one that will continue to inspire for generations
to come.



Eruzione's legacy is one of perseverance, leadership, and triumph. He is a
reminder that anything is possible if you set your mind to it. He is a true
inspiration, and his story is one that will continue to be told for years to
come.
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