
The Great Instauration: A Comprehensive
Exploration of Bullinger's Theological
Magnum Opus

Heinrich Bullinger, the esteemed Swiss Reformer, devoted his intellectual
pursuits to crafting a comprehensive and cohesive theological framework.
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His magnum opus, The Great Instauration, stands as a monumental
achievement, offering a profound insight into his beliefs and their
implications for Christian living.
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Published in 1534, The Great Instauration encompasses over 1,000 dense
pages, reflecting Bullinger's meticulous and thorough approach to
theological exposition. This comprehensive tome serves as a testament to
his commitment to providing a systematic and exhaustive account of
Christian dogma, encompassing the following core themes.

Theological Framework

At the heart of Bullinger's Great Instauration lies a robust and well-
structured theological framework. He begins by affirming the absolute
sovereignty and authority of God, the Creator and sustainer of all things.
This premise forms the foundation for his understanding of human nature,
sin, salvation, and the Church.

Bullinger firmly upholds the biblical doctrine of predestination, asserting that
God has eternally elected a chosen number of individuals to salvation. This
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election is not based on human merit or effort but is purely an act of divine
grace. Nevertheless, he also emphasizes the importance of human
responsibility, believing that believers are called to live in obedience to
God's law.

In his soteriology, Bullinger follows the traditional Protestant understanding
of justification by faith alone. He carefully distinguishes between the
imputed righteousness of Christ, which is freely given to believers, and the
inherent righteousness that is progressively developed in the Christian life
through the work of the Holy Spirit.

Biblical Interpretation

Bullinger's Great Instauration is not merely a work of speculative theology
but also a profound exegesis of Scripture. He relentlessly maintains that
the Bible is the infallible and authoritative Word of God, the sole source of
Christian doctrine and practice.

His approach to biblical interpretation is characterized by a diligent
attention to the original languages, a careful analysis of historical and
cultural context, and a commitment to the literal meaning of the text. While
not explicitly adhering to a dispensational approach, Bullinger recognizes
the progressive nature of God's revelation, discerning different covenants
and stages in the unfolding plan of redemption.

Ecclesiology and Church Discipline

Bullinger's Great Instauration also delves into the nature and function of the
Church. He views the Church as a visible and organic community of
believers, united by their common faith in Christ. Bullinger advocates for a



congregationalist polity, emphasizing the importance of local church
autonomy and the authority of the ordained clergy.

He places a strong emphasis on the importance of church discipline,
believing that it is essential for maintaining the purity and unity of the
Church. Bullinger outlines a detailed process for addressing and
adjudicating sin within the Christian community, balancing the need for
compassion with the imperative for accountability.

The Christian Life

Bullinger's Great Instauration is not solely an academic exposition of
theology but also a practical guide for Christian living. He provides detailed
instructions on various aspects of Christian discipleship, including prayer,
Bible study, worship, and ethical conduct.

Bullinger emphasizes the importance of living a life of sanctification,
progressively growing in holiness and obedience to God's law. He
encourages Christians to pursue a life of service and love, actively
engaging in works of mercy and evangelism.

Historical and Theological Significance

The Great Instauration holds immense historical and theological
significance, shaping the development of Reformed Christianity. Its
comprehensive and systematic exposition of biblical doctrines has been a
profound resource for generations of pastors, theologians, and scholars.

Bullinger's work has exerted a lasting influence on Calvinist and Puritan
theology, contributing to the development of Westminster Confession of
Faith and other influential Reformed confessions.



Heinrich Bullinger's The Great Instauration is a theological masterpiece, a
comprehensive compendium of Christian doctrine and practice. Its
meticulous exposition of biblical truths and its practical guidance for
Christian living have made it a timeless resource for those seeking a
deeper understanding of the Christian faith. Bullinger's legacy as a
theologian and Reformer finds its enduring testament in this monumental
work.
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How to Choose a Church That's Right for You
Choosing a church can be a daunting task, but it's important to find one
that's a good fit for you. Here are a few things to consider when making...
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The Unbelievable World of Self-Working Close
Up Card Magic: A Comprehensive Guide
Imagine having the power to perform mind-boggling card tricks that leave
your audience in awe, without years of practice or complicated...
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