
Stormy: The Legendary Barrel Horse and the
Cowboy Who Rode Him
In the annals of Western history, few horse-and-rider duos have achieved
the legendary status of Stormy and John Hiker. Together, they conquered
the rodeo circuit, setting records and inspiring awe in audiences across the
country. Stormy's exceptional speed, agility, and unwavering loyalty
became synonymous with the sport of barrel racing, while Hiker's skill and
determination made him one of the most successful cowboys of his era.

The Early Years

Stormy was foaled in 1992 on a ranch in Oklahoma. From an early age,
she displayed an uncanny athleticism and a fiery temperament. Hiker, a
young cowboy from Texas, recognized her potential and purchased her
when she was just a yearling.
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Together, they began training in earnest. Hiker spent countless hours riding
Stormy through the hills and practicing maneuvers on the ranch's makeshift
arena. Stormy's natural ability for barrel racing shone through, and she
quickly mastered the intricate patterns required to navigate the obstacles.

A Rising Star

In 1995, Hiker and Stormy made their rodeo debut at a small town fair.
Despite their inexperience, they stunned the crowd with their incredible
performance. Stormy's speed and precision were unmatched, and Hiker's
riding technique was equally impressive.

Word of their success spread like wildfire, and soon Hiker and Stormy were
competing at major rodeos across the country. They quickly gained a
reputation as a formidable team, consistently placing in the top rankings.

Record-Breaking Performance

In 1999, Stormy and Hiker achieved their greatest triumph at the National
Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas. In a thrilling performance that showcased their
unwavering bond, they set a new world record for the fastest barrel racing
time of 13.56 seconds.

This remarkable feat cemented Stormy's legacy as one of the greatest
barrel horses of all time. She became the first horse to win the NFR barrel
racing championship three consecutive times, a feat that has yet to be
matched.

The Cowboy and His Horse

Beyond their athletic achievements, Stormy and Hiker shared a deep and
unbreakable bond. Hiker treated Stormy with the utmost care and respect,



recognizing her incredible spirit and intelligence.

Stormy, in turn, adored her rider. She would often whinny and paw the
ground when he approached, and she would listen attentively to his every
command.

Leaving a Legacy

Stormy retired from competition in 2004, but her influence on the sport of
barrel racing continues to this day. She became a beloved ambassador for
the rodeo and inspired countless young riders to pursue their dreams.

Hiker, too, remained active in the rodeo world. He served as a mentor to
aspiring cowboys and continued to compete occasionally.

In 2015, Stormy was inducted into the ProRodeo Hall of Fame, a fitting
tribute to her extraordinary career. She passed away peacefully in 2019 at
the age of 27, surrounded by her loved ones.

Stormy and John Hiker will forever be remembered as one of the most
iconic duos in Western history. Their story is a testament to the power of
hard work, dedication, and the unbreakable bond between a cowboy and
his horse.

Their legacy continues to inspire generations of rodeo enthusiasts, and
their names will forever be etched in the annals of the sport.
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