
Misreading Scripture With Individualist Eyes
The Bible is a complex and multifaceted text that has been interpreted in
many different ways throughout history. One common way to interpret
Scripture is through an individualist lens, which focuses on the individual's
relationship with God and the individual's own spiritual journey. While this
approach can be helpful in some ways, it can also lead to
misinterpretations of Scripture and can obscure the communal nature of the
Christian faith.
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One of the dangers of misreading Scripture with individualist eyes is that it
can lead to a distorted view of God. When we focus on our own individual
relationship with God, we can easily lose sight of the fact that God is also
the creator and sustainer of the entire universe. We can also forget that
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God is a God of justice and compassion who cares deeply about the well-
being of all people.

Another danger of individualistic biblical interpretation is that it can lead to a
neglect of the communal aspects of the Christian faith. When we focus on
our own individual salvation, we can easily forget that we are part of a
larger community of believers. We can also forget that we have a
responsibility to love and care for one another.

A more communal approach to biblical interpretation focuses on the ways
in which Scripture speaks to the entire community of believers. This
approach recognizes that the Bible is not just a book of individual piety, but
also a book of communal worship, teaching, and guidance. When we read
Scripture with communal eyes, we are able to see how it calls us to live in
relationship with one another and to work together to build up the kingdom
of God.

There are a number of ways to practice communal biblical interpretation.
One way is to read Scripture with a group of other believers. When we read
Scripture together, we can share our insights and learn from one another.
We can also hold one another accountable for our interpretations and make
sure that we are not misinterpreting Scripture to suit our own individual
needs.

Another way to practice communal biblical interpretation is to read
Scripture in light of the tradition of the church. The church has been reading
and interpreting Scripture for centuries, and we can learn a great deal from
the wisdom of those who have come before us. When we read Scripture in
light of tradition, we are able to see how it has been interpreted by different



people in different times and places. This can help us to avoid making the
same mistakes that others have made and to develop a more nuanced and
informed understanding of Scripture.

Misreading Scripture with individualist eyes can lead to a distorted view of
God, a neglect of the communal aspects of the Christian faith, and a failure
to understand the full meaning of Scripture. A more communal approach to
biblical interpretation can help us to avoid these dangers and to develop a
more faithful and fruitful understanding of Scripture.
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