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Early Life and Education

Belinda Smith Sullivan was born in 1951 in rural Georgia. Growing up on a
small farm, she developed a deep love for the land and a strong work ethic.
After graduating from high school, she attended the University of Georgia,
where she earned a degree in horticulture.

Founding Just Peachy Orchards

After graduating from college, Sullivan returned to her hometown and
founded Just Peachy Orchards in 1978. With a small loan and a lot of hard
work, she began planting peach trees on her family's land. Over the years,
she expanded her operation, eventually becoming the largest peach
orchard in the southeastern United States.

Innovations in Peach Growing
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Sullivan was known for her innovative approach to peach growing. She
implemented sustainable farming practices, such as using cover crops to
improve soil health and integrated pest management to reduce pesticide
use. She also developed new varieties of peaches that were more resistant
to pests and diseases.

Philanthropy and Community Involvement

Throughout her life, Sullivan was deeply involved in her community. She
served on the board of directors of several non-profit organizations,
including the Georgia Peach Council and the Georgia Agricultural
Education Foundation. She was also a generous donor to schools,
churches, and other community organizations.

Awards and Recognition

Sullivan's accomplishments earned her numerous awards and recognition.
In 2010, she was inducted into the Georgia Women's Hall of Fame. In
2012, she received the USDA's Woman in Agriculture Award. And in 2015,
she was named a James Beard Award finalist for her work promoting
sustainable farming.

Legacy

Belinda Smith Sullivan passed away in 2020, leaving behind a legacy of
passion, hard work, and service. Just Peachy Orchards continues to
operate today, producing some of the finest peaches in the world. And
Sullivan's philanthropic efforts will continue to impact her community for
years to come.

Belinda Smith Sullivan was a remarkable woman who achieved great
success in business, philanthropy, and community involvement. Her



passion for peach growing, her innovative spirit, and her dedication to
making the world a better place will continue to inspire generations to
come.
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